
NO,

Mr Dillow’s Welcome 

February 2nd 2009

EXAMS!
Dear Parents, 
The January 2009 A level exams have just finished!  

Results will be available on the 19th March 2009.In 
February students will be  entered  for their GCSE exams 

Welcome to our first newsletter which we 
hope to publish every two weeks or so.  The 
aim is to keep you informed of activities at 
school and to celebrate the many 
achievements of members of our 

February students will be  entered  for their GCSE exams 
and in March for their A level exams.
Exams are starting on the 11th May 2009 and will finish on 
the 19th June 2009. The school will be closed on the 1st and 
on the 2nd June 2009. However, exams are  scheduled 
according to the British calendar and therefore they will  
normally  be carried out. 
So I suggest not to plan any
holidays on that weekend!

Poetry Competition 2008 
A Record number of students submitted entries              

for this year’s competition.  The theme for both Junior 

school and to celebrate the many 
achievements of members of our 
com m u n i t y.  Con t r i bu t i on s a r e i n vi t ed 
from all.  We hope you enjoy “The Python 
News.

Giuseppe Coppola
Examinations Officer

Recommended Reading for Year 7 and up.... 
The Silver Child  by Cliff McNish  

The f ir st f ant asy book in t he Silver Sequence Ser ies about a gr oup of 
kids and one adult t hat ar e dr awn t o Coldhar bour ,
only t o f ind t hat t hey  all have myst er ious power s.....

for this year’s competition.  The theme for both Junior 
(Year 6-9) and Senior (Year 10-13) categories was 
“Journeys”.  The judges were impressed by the exceptional 
quality of the entries and we will be publishing the winners 
over the  coming weeks in the Python News.   We begin 
with Rebecca Kullappuwawadu’s (Year 6) poem which was 
placed third in the Junior category – Well done Rebecca!!

The Journey to the Sea
The water trickled slowly down the sloping hill

Filling its tracks with pure clear water. 
only t o f ind t hat t hey  all have myst er ious power s.....The water trickled slowly down the sloping hill

Filling its tracks with pure clear water. 
The River’s journey has commenced. 

The river flows fast, very fast 
Like an eagle, gliding across the vast prarie.  

Our River continues its journey, 
Across steep valleys , through villages 

and on top hills.
Our River gets slower in its wake

Blackbird Day

Our River gets slower in its wake
Meandering across the green valleys , 

Ambling along, feeling at peace with the world..
Our River is now gushing waterfalls 

Gushing like a thousand snakes hissing. 
It flows on, peaceful ,

Determined to reach its target: The Sea 
It flows under noisy bridges,

Full of people in cars honking at each other. 

Thank you to all who contributed to this year ‘s 
a ppea l ! We co l l ect ed a si g n i f i ca n t a m ou n t o f food 
a n d cl o t h i n g  wh i ch h a s been d on a t ed t o t h e  OPERA 

It flows under noisy bridges,
Full of people in cars honking at each other. 
Our river ambles along, through rain forests

Through farms , through vast far plains 
Until it finally reaches THE SEA 

Rebecca Kullappuwawadu

WORLD CHALLENGE 
We are delighted to announce that the upper school is launching two expedition programmes to Poland in 2009 

a n d cl o t h i n g  wh i ch h a s been d on a t ed t o t h e  OPERA 
CARDINAL FERRARI Charity who would like to express  
their gratitude to all our Students.   

Welcome to new Staff :   Sandra Scomparin, Samuel 
Rowley, David Steadman, Gabriella Gadoni, James Leo.

We are delighted to announce that the upper school is launching two expedition programmes to Poland in 2009 
and to Ghana in 2010. These expeditions will involve students from the current Year 12 and Year 11 
respectively and will be led by World Challenge. World Challenge is an educational organisation with over 21 
years of exper ience which provides qualified professional safety back-up and support throughout the 
expedition experience.
This initiative will fulfill all of the cr iter ia for the student’s CAS major project as par t of their IB Diploma 
combining the fundamental elements of service, action and creativity.



CAREERS AND UNIVERSITY GUIDANCE DAY 
Year 12 Students spent 15th January researching university 
options with the guidance of the tutor team and Mrs. Julia 
Watson of the Independent Schools Careers Organisation
(ISCO).  The complicated business of completing 
application forms and writing a personal statement were 

Year 5 visited the water
purifying plant at San Rocco just
south of Milan, as part of their
humanities programme. As thirty
children is the maximum number
allowed, the classes visited theapplication forms and writing a personal statement were 

both a challenge and a timely reminder of the world 
which awaits our students in a few months time.
Parents too enjoyed the chance to become involved as 
Miss Walker led a briefing session after hours the same 
evening, equipping parents to provide the support needed 
over the coming months as decisions are made.
The parents of Year 11 students benefitted too from Mrs. 
Watson’s experience as she provided briefing on the 

allowed, the classes visited the
plant on different days.
We were very well looked after
and the tour was interesting and
exciting – some children were
even allowed to sit in the hot
seat in the control room, and
monitor what was happening at
that moment in each section.

CAS CALENDARS 
STILL ON SALE 

€5 each!!!
From Mrs. Barone, 

Alessia or 
Denise Year 13 Watson’s experience as she provided briefing on the 

“futurewise” careers programme offered by ISCO and the 
careers profiling completed by all students of this year 
group.  This programme is provided to all SJHS students 
and continues to offer support until the age of 23.

Chemistry at Christmas

that moment in each section.
Denise Year 13 

UPPER 
SCHOOL 

Student Council 
are selling 

Valentine Roses 
everyday from  


