Having published some of the
Junior Poetry Prize Winners, it’s

now time to show their
counterparts in the  Senior
Competition.

In joint 1st place was Gemma
Singer in Year 11. Somebody once
wrote that “Most people ignore
most poetry because most poetry
ignores most people”, but in the
case of Gemma’s beautifully
composed interpretation of the
competition’s theme of ‘Journeys),
this was a piece of poetry
impossible to ignore. Well Done
Gemmal!

j Poetry Competition 2008

...and the Senior Winner is...
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By Timberlake Wertesbaker
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This years senior production is ‘Our

Country’s  Good” and will be
performed on the 11" and 12 of
march in the school dinning hall.

Our Country's Good is the story of
convicts and Royal Marines sent to

A Journey to Life

She heaves a sigh, her large bared
black body

under what it holds.

Her dark stomach rises and drops,
purring like a chat noir:

Yet beneath the heavy ebony folds
Of her worn out flesh there is a
flicker of light.

A trickle of memory washes gently
through her mind,

She grapples atit; she wants this,
with all her might.

Whimpers, giggles and soft baby
skin all awry

llluminate her thoughts.
Unstoppable as gravity, she will
try. And there | was; journeyed
from her soul,

Two love-maker’s work, their one
ultimate goal.

| blink.

A flash of chocolate colour, ripples
of bright red

And coral white clothes, and then |
sink

Into a deep baby sleep, collapsed
in bed.

When | awake, a life unfolds.

Gemma Singer

Lolling lazily upon the sofa, sagging

A pair of bright blue balls: My eyes.

Australia in the late 1780s as part of
the first penal colony there. It
Sfollows Second Lieutenant Ralph
Clark’s attempts to put on a
production of George Tarquhar's
restoration _comedy The Recruiting
Officer with a cast of male and
Sfemale convicts. The play shows the

class system in the convict camp and

discusses themes such as punishment,
the Georgian judicial system, and the
idea that art can act as an ennobling
Sforce. Most of the characters in the
play are based on real people who
sailed with the Tirst Tleet, though
some have had their names changed.
Wertenbaker was able to read the
Journals of First Fleet members in
order to portray them accurately. |t
is a comedy with some thought
provoking and moving moments.

It has been a pleasure to work,

with such dedicated and talented
students!

Tickets are available at break time

in the dinning hall priced at 6F,
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For the excellent KS3
Assembly Students Reports
held in January
Please check our wesite!!!
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FRIDAY 13™ FEBRUARY
Not perhaps the best date to
choose! Our first practice of
2009 was held to make sure
that all members of the school
know the routesto follow and
how to cope with evacuation
of the buildings. The drill was
very successful with all
classrooms cleared in less
than 2 minutes and the whole
building empty in less than 3
minutes. We also learned
some useful lessons for next
time. Our students responded
sensibly and were impressive
throughout. Well done to all
involved.

In our Italian classes we have been |
studying Alessandro Magno (Alexander
the Great), the Macedonian king and much more...

We did many activities regarding him: we read a
biography on him during the Christmas holiday as
homework, watched a historical film about his life and
conquests “Alessandro Magno dalla storia all’eternita”,
made a presentation on the book we read and after all
this work, we did an essay on everything we learnt.
From this work that we did on him we learnt many things
and enjoyed it to the very end.

By Cloe F, Daniele C., Davide R, Micol B. Year 7
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The Book Fair is here again!
WEDNESDAY 11° MARCH
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It’'sa great
opportunity to

purchase lots of

books in English,

'/m:&ion/and non-
fiction e.g art,

cookery, cars and books‘by RL Stine, Cecilia Adhern,
Horrible Sciences, Murderous Maths, Horrible Histories,
Louise Rennison, Darren Shan, Stephanie Meyer, and
Jodi Picoult to name afew. Year 1to 9 will visit the Book
Fair in the Hall during lesson time. The rest of the
Upper School will get a chance to visit during break and
lunchtime, as well as after school until 4.30. Parents are
welcome to visit after school has finished.

15% of the total cost the school spends will be donated
to the School Libraries. So, please browse and buy!






